TIMETABLE FOR LAUNCH EVENTS AT M&GN CLOSURE COMMEMORATION

GALA, FRIDAY FEBRUARY 27th
0900:  Town crier Tony Nelson cries the first train off Sheringham.  

0915:  First train leaves Sheringham with Dick Hardy on footplate
1030:  M&GN bus arrives and is positioned in Weybourne car park, outside booking hall entrance.
 
1100:  Tony Nelson cries a welcome to Dick Hardy and the M&GN veterans on the Weybourne platform as they move into the booking hall.
 
1105:  (Weather permitting)  Party moves out to the M&GN bus for three short speeches with bus as backdrop:


Welcome to Dick Hardy, M&GN veterans and Ben Colson – by Hugh Harkett, NNR MD

Why Norfolk Green is paying tribute to M&GN – by Ben Colson, NG managing director

Formal declaration of gala opening – by Dick Hardy

1120:   Party moves back into booking hall for coffee and light refreshments.  Press interview opportunities.
1130:   Bus leaves.
Notes for editors

1. Richard (Dick) Hardy, guest of honour at the gala, started his railway career as a premium apprentice at the LNER’s Doncaster Works in 1941.  At the end of the steam era, he was in charge of around 500 locomotives and 3,500 staff at the Stratford, East London, running shed, and oversaw the transition from steam to diesel and electric trains.  Dick is an accomplished footplate man who won the respect and affection of all who served with him.
2. A number of former British Railways steam men who worked on the M&GN system will be joining Dick for the formal launching of the gala at Weybourne Station.

3. Norfolk Green, whose X6 bus service broadly follows the old M&GN from Cromer via Sheringham and Holt to Fakenham, have repainted two of their low-floor Optare Solo buses in the old M&GN livery.  They will be working on the X6 from Saturday 28th February, the actual date of the M&GN closure 50 years ago.
4. Norfolk Green’s headquarters and main garage are on former M&GN railway land at South Lynn.
